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MONITORNG THE PULSE OF BROADCASTING
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2007 Elections .... BON Chairman Restates Commitment
to Fair and Credible Coverage
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Az the 2007 General Elections draw
nearar, the Chairman of Broadcasting
Organisations of Nigeria (BON), Mallam
Abubakar Jijwa, has reaffirmed the
commitment of the organization to
ensure balanced, Independent, Fair and
credible coverage of the-elections.

Mallam JNjiwa, who ks also the Director-
General of Vioice of Nigena (VON), made
this declaration in his address at the 42™
General Assembly of BON held in
Sokoto.

According bo him, "BON sees itself as a
crucial

stakehalder in the

democratization process and the
stability of the polity, as such it will
ahways offer itself as a platform towiden

choices, opporiunibies and possibilities

thereby ensure an enlightened
electorate.”

He further maintained that BON would
work with the political parties in
organizing political debates at various
lewed, @nd ensure strict adherance to the
MNEC's Broadcast Code.

BN Chairman expressed satisfaction
with progress so far made in organizing
s2minars and workshops In conjunction
with Federal Ministry of Information and
MNaticnal Orientation and UNICEF to
sensitize the public about the avian
influenza or bird flu, stressing that "our
ultimate aim is to get the citizenry better
informed through our member stations,
thereby correct some of the
misinformabion on the disease.

Alhaji Jijiwa who noted with defight the
remarkabie progress made by BON in
the recent tme, however expressed
dissatisfaction with poor welfare
scheme by some member stations.

He stated that it would be counter-
productive and self-defeating I BON
members do not give due attenbion to
caff welfare, And wamed that it would
no longer be acceptable to the
organization that any member station
should be owing ks stalf salaries and
other entitlemeants for several months.
Alhajl Jijnra who was recently elected

the President of the Commonwealth

Broadcasting Association (CBA),
declared that BON would remain a
unifying factor for staff exchange,
programmes exchange, joink and oo
production; training and capacity
building, equipment and technical
support and exchange, stressing that
"ours kB an industry that stands to
benefit tremendously  from -such
economy of co-operation”,

He promised to use his present position
as CBA President to facilitabe more

opportunities of such cooperation for
BON members,

Commissioning of Hima Telovision
by President Oheegun Dbasangs

BON Commends Public

Service Reforms

The Broadcasting Organisations of
Migeria (BON) has commended the
On-going Public. Service Reforms of
theFederal Government and urged
memberstations to give it adeguate
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This was contained n @ communique
issued at the end of s 427 General
Assembly held at Attahiru Bafarawa

Institute, Sokoto.



BON Chairman to Improve Relations with
Commonwealth Broadcasting Association

hie Chalrman of Broadcasbng Ovgani-

sations of Migeria (BON), Maltam
Abubakar Tijiwa who was recently
plectad the President of Commonwealth
Broadeasting Associaticn (CBA) at as 26"
General Conference, MNew Dedhi, Indéa,
has promised to Use his position to en-
comage  mutual relabionship Debween

the bwo [roadcasting organizations.
Speaking in an exciusive interview with
BON MNewsletter "Broadcasting”, Mallam
Jijiwva stabted that he woukd dedicate his
wiork  for

tenure B0 Improvemnent  of

broadcasting in member countries,

MaBam Jjiwa who described C84& 15 an
eminent intermational organdzation with
sirond keadership in the past, stated
that his challenge is to build on the
foundation  already

and, possibly  surpass

laid; to majmtain
the enviable
height to which the past leadars have
taken the associatlan,
According Bo him, "1 shall confinue. the
poficy of my predecessor, of encouraging
and, indeed, supporting our  Ingigent
members 1o adapt 1o chanairg lechno-
logies, stressing thal “we are presently
engrossed in migration from analogue
to digital and we are encouraging all
our members to embrace that” The
CBA President moted that broadcasting
in Africa and Negeria have been impro-
ving progressaely, both in programming
content, delivery and even impact. He
howewer, expressed the hope that with
more commidment o training and re
broadcasting

Improve.

tradning the qualiby of

would continue to

Mallam Jijiwa maintained that he would
vigoroushy pursue the ssue of training
nat oaly for joumalists and thoses in the
programiming  departments, bul  akso
others like Engineening, Admenistration,
Legal ard Finance. This according to
him, will enhance professionalism
i e imdustsy, Unlike the dark years of
milltary dictatarship where Nigera
became a pariah nation to the point of
being dismissed from the Common-
wealth, Mallam lijiwa observed that the
cauntry has become fully reintearated
as a respectabie member of the intern
ational community. This according to
him is reflected by the country being
re-glected into  the executives of
various international Organisations,
including the Commonwealth
Broadeasting Association (CBA) which
the

Mo President,
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BON Commends Public
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BOIN waewed the Public Service Rafom

as imperative far growth and develop-
ment of the ecommy as well as
effective service delivery in pulbc and
private sector.

It ako expressed cupport for the
Service: Dellvery (SERVICOM) scheme
and-shressed the need to streswgthen il
the relevant pokdic  mshitutions o
enhance s effective impsementation.
Earfser In & paper presented at the
Pienary sessiopn of the General
Agsembly, e
Bureau of Public Service Reforms in the
Presidency, D Goke Adeqgoroye, had
siressed the need o regard the oo
going the reform of the public service
a5 & mather of expediency and utmaost

Chrector-General  of

urgency, He therefore sofcited the
support of the media to help develop an
effective communication strateay for
public enlightenmenl

While his counterpart at SERVICOM,
Mallarm L ™. Abdulkadir, speke on the
need to make serdice delivery a subsect

of maktiomal discourse
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