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2007 Elections .... BON Chairman Restates Commitment
to Fair and Credible Coverage
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Az the 2007 General Elections draw
nearar, the Chairman of Broadcasting
Organisations of Nigeria (BON), Mallam
Abubakar Jijwa, has reaffirmed the
commitment of the organization to
ensure balanced, Independent, Fair and
credible coverage of the-elections.

Mallam JNjiwa, who ks also the Director-
General of Vioice of Nigena (VON), made
this declaration in his address at the 42™
General Assembly of BON held in
Sokoto.

According bo him, "BON sees itself as a
crucial

stakehalder in the

democratization process and the
stability of the polity, as such it will
ahways offer itself as a platform towiden

choices, opporiunibies and possibilities

thereby ensure an enlightened
electorate.”

He further maintained that BON would
work with the political parties in
organizing political debates at various
lewed, @nd ensure strict adherance to the
MNEC's Broadcast Code.

BN Chairman expressed satisfaction
with progress so far made in organizing
s2minars and workshops In conjunction
with Federal Ministry of Information and
MNaticnal Orientation and UNICEF to
sensitize the public about the avian
influenza or bird flu, stressing that "our
ultimate aim is to get the citizenry better
informed through our member stations,
thereby correct some of the
misinformabion on the disease.

Alhaji Jijiwa who noted with defight the
remarkabie progress made by BON in
the recent tme, however expressed
dissatisfaction with poor welfare
scheme by some member stations.

He stated that it would be counter-
productive and self-defeating I BON
members do not give due attenbion to
caff welfare, And wamed that it would
no longer be acceptable to the
organization that any member station
should be owing ks stalf salaries and
other entitlemeants for several months.
Alhajl Jijnra who was recently elected

the President of the Commonwealth

Broadcasting Association (CBA),
declared that BON would remain a
unifying factor for staff exchange,
programmes exchange, joink and oo
production; training and capacity
building, equipment and technical
support and exchange, stressing that
"ours kB an industry that stands to
benefit tremendously  from -such
economy of co-operation”,

He promised to use his present position
as CBA President to facilitabe more

opportunities of such cooperation for
BON members,

Commissioning of Hima Telovision
by President Oheegun Dbasangs

BON Commends Public

Service Reforms

The Broadcasting Organisations of
Migeria (BON) has commended the
On-going Public. Service Reforms of
theFederal Government and urged
memberstations to give it adeguate
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This was contained n @ communique
issued at the end of s 427 General
Assembly held at Attahiru Bafarawa

Institute, Sokoto.



BON Chairman to Improve Relations with
Commonwealth Broadcasting Association

hie Chalrman of Broadcasbng Ovgani-

sations of Migeria (BON), Maltam
Abubakar Tijiwa who was recently
plectad the President of Commonwealth
Broadeasting Associaticn (CBA) at as 26"
General Conference, MNew Dedhi, Indéa,
has promised to Use his position to en-
comage  mutual relabionship Debween

the bwo [roadcasting organizations.
Speaking in an exciusive interview with
BON MNewsletter "Broadcasting”, Mallam
Jijiwva stabted that he woukd dedicate his
wiork  for

tenure B0 Improvemnent  of

broadcasting in member countries,

MaBam Jjiwa who described C84& 15 an
eminent intermational organdzation with
sirond keadership in the past, stated
that his challenge is to build on the
foundation  already

and, possibly  surpass

laid; to majmtain
the enviable
height to which the past leadars have
taken the associatlan,
According Bo him, "1 shall confinue. the
poficy of my predecessor, of encouraging
and, indeed, supporting our  Ingigent
members 1o adapt 1o chanairg lechno-
logies, stressing thal “we are presently
engrossed in migration from analogue
to digital and we are encouraging all
our members to embrace that” The
CBA President moted that broadcasting
in Africa and Negeria have been impro-
ving progressaely, both in programming
content, delivery and even impact. He
howewer, expressed the hope that with
more commidment o training and re
broadcasting

Improve.

tradning the qualiby of

would continue to

Mallam Jijiwa maintained that he would
vigoroushy pursue the ssue of training
nat oaly for joumalists and thoses in the
programiming  departments, bul  akso
others like Engineening, Admenistration,
Legal ard Finance. This according to
him, will enhance professionalism
i e imdustsy, Unlike the dark years of
milltary dictatarship where Nigera
became a pariah nation to the point of
being dismissed from the Common-
wealth, Mallam lijiwa observed that the
cauntry has become fully reintearated
as a respectabie member of the intern
ational community. This according to
him is reflected by the country being
re-glected into  the executives of
various international Organisations,
including the Commonwealth
Broadeasting Association (CBA) which
the

Mo President,

he is
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BON Commends Public
Service Reforms NIETETT e

BOIN waewed the Public Service Rafom

as imperative far growth and develop-
ment of the ecommy as well as
effective service delivery in pulbc and
private sector.

It ako expressed cupport for the
Service: Dellvery (SERVICOM) scheme
and-shressed the need to streswgthen il
the relevant pokdic  mshitutions o
enhance s effective impsementation.
Earfser In & paper presented at the
Pienary sessiopn of the General
Agsembly, e
Bureau of Public Service Reforms in the
Presidency, D Goke Adeqgoroye, had
siressed the need o regard the oo
going the reform of the public service
a5 & mather of expediency and utmaost

Chrector-General  of

urgency, He therefore sofcited the
support of the media to help develop an
effective communication strateay for
public enlightenmenl

While his counterpart at SERVICOM,
Mallarm L ™. Abdulkadir, speke on the
need to make serdice delivery a subsect

of maktiomal discourse
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HREFURITO FRUIVIBUON STATIONS

OSUN STATE
BROADCASTING
CORPORATION

ACQUIRE NEW
TRANSMITTERS.

sun State Breadcasting Corporation,
Osogbo, has acquired new transm-
itter for its FM Radic station, 89.5FM.

According to Prince Adeyeye Oyedokun,
the General Manager who was recently
elevated to Director-General and Chief
Executive of the Corporation, the acg-
uisition of the transmitter will enhance
the effective coverage of the state and
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Also, as part of improving its service
delivery, the Corporation recently
organized a compulsory six week
computer literacy training programme
for its top management staff cadre.
The Corporation stated that the
computer training is a continuous
exercise which in the end will make

every of its staff computer literate,

Gombe Media Corporation Acquires
New Facilities

Gombe Media Corporation has acquired various broadcasting equipment in an

The appointment of Alhaji Deji Aiyelabowo as the General Manager
and Chief Executive of Broadcasting Service of Ekiti State, has brought
about the rapid transformation of the station.

Aside the physical changes that have taken place within the short period
he has been in office; Alhaji Aiyelabowo's open-door style of admini
stration has boosted the workers morale and enhanced their capacity to
contribute meaningfully to the progress of the station.

The General Manager has not only recruited new staff, but also ensured

that those on freelance for many years were given permanent employ-
ment.

Alhaji Aiyelabowo, has also ensured the reactivation of the Ifaki A.M
station. The radio station which began transmission in 1997 has been
moribund for so many years as attention was shifted to FM and television.
However, Alhaji Aiyelabowo led management saw the need to reactivate
the station to enhance effective communication with the grassroots
especially towards the North, West and Eastern parts of the state.

The state government is also making plans to provide the station with
outside Broadcast Van (OB) as well as Booster Station to enable it cover
the state effectively.

The Broadcasting Corporation of Abia (BCA) has taken delivery of ulira
modern studic equipment and transmitters fo boost its effective cover-
age of the state. Installation of the new equipment is expected fo com-
mence very soon. Equally the construction of Radio complex of the Broa-
dcasting Station by the state government is nearing completion.

BCA management has equally embarked on intensive computer literacy progra-
mme for its workers as a way of enhancing their efficiency. While regular
payment of staff salaries has remained a top priority.

MITV AND STAR FM TO ACQUIRE
NEW TRANSMITTERS

The Management of MITV and Star FM
101.5 has concluded arrangements to
acquire digital transmitters to enhance
its fransmission capabilities.

effort to upgrade its transmission capability. These include a new Perkins 500KVA

Generator, Two Panasonic MD 900 D Digital Video Camera, two JVC Mini DV/SVHS

A statement from the management said
that the station is on Multi Choice DSTV

Deck model SR-VS 30m and seven world Radio Receiver; others are two sets of West Africa bouguet, which has

computer with accessories, 20 audio Cassette recorders and 40 Panasonic mini DV

Cassettes.

The management expressed gratitude to the state government for its continuous
support, which has enabled it to continue to reposition for efficiency and better

coverage of the state.

ensured wide reception of its
programmes.

The company has also obtained
operating licence for direct Broadcast
Satellite Transmission.

A Nawnletter of the
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Ondo state Radio

vision Organs
In-house workshop

for workers.

Ondo state Radso Telewision has organized
sarses of In-house wirkshops for various
categories of staff in the News, Program-
mes and Engineering Departments to impr-
owe their efficiency and Knowledge of
modern broadcasting.

The state ginvernment has egually proc-
ured & functional outside Broadcast Van
for both the Radio and Teievision
stations, And this has enabled them bo dis-
saminate information about  government
activifies o the grassroots.

This is in addition to the installaton of 2
micro-wave link for the FM  station.

Seragcet

Ekiti State Broadcasting Service
has acguired ultra modern broad-
casting equipment o enhance ks
services and operation. These inc-
lude, digital conscle for the FM
Radio, Professional decks, Compu-
ters, studio cameras, etc.

The television studic has equally
undergane complete renovation In
an-effort to transform It into a first
class broadcasting station. Also,
the state government has opensd
up discussion with a Commun-
fcation company to supply four
transmitters to the station in order
to increase the Corporatlen’s cowv-
erage areas. It is expécted that

contract for this would be awarded
very soon

Ekiti state Broadcasting Service
has recorded tremendous achisv-
ement in the recent time. And this
s attributed to the unrelenting
support of the state government.
According to the General Manager,
Dejl Alyelabowe, the state govern-
ment has maintained a non inkerf-
erence pollcy, which has helped
the station to remain focused.

Cable Mission Television

Commissions Its new
Calabar Operation.

Cable Mission Television (CMTV)
Matwork recently commissioned its
new UWitra modern microwave
Multiple Distribution System
{(MMDT) cabie Television in Calabar

CMTV network which is one of the
pioneers of MMDS in Nigeria and
also at the forefront of telecomme-
unication and information techno-
legy in Migeria has in recent tmes
embarked on a spread of its sarv-
ices in the South and South East
Z i) n ] 5

Presently, CMTY offices are located
in Port Harcort Rivers state,
Yenegoa Bayelsa state, Calabar
Cross River State and others are
expected in the next bwo months
at Eket in Akwa lbom State and
Cnitsha in Anambra state.

CHMTV which is a subsidiary of muit-
imesh communication Limited
has been in operation in Nigeria for
more than ten years as an integra
ted electrical electronic Engineering
Group of Companies, geared
towards helping to restore our lost
family and societal values through
guality programming that will enh-
ance |iving standards.

CMTV is also pioneering the digita-
iization of its MMDS Cable networik.
While it recently launched two
independent Television channels-
Tunes Channel and NIGERIA MOVIE
MET (MMM} in an effart to enhance
its local programming.

The management of CMTV has in
recent times embarked on various
training programmes for its staff
aimed at enabiing them Lo meet up
with the chalienges of modem
Froadcasting.

SOKOTO MEDIA CORPORATION
MAKING GLANT STRIDES

The Sokote medin Corporation, which wis
cutnblished: aboul five vears ago, precisely
May 2000, out of e detunct Sekolo State
Brodeasting Corporation, his been miking
_q.;:;].d} Progreas I.'in:l_'u gl eming i SERenm.

Forr many years the ides of o stiEe owned
Television station had been on ke drsang
board By previees civilions asd  military

ddmsinedraion et pooe had the amvichion
o ciualize 1

Things however changed dramatically with
the coming of the Admmistrtion of Gove-
s Adtnhiru Dnllatu Bafaimwa who had o
clogr vision ad priovily o establish o sae
i Television statom that can compede
fuvorably with any stde Television station
in the country,

Within o necord of thireen moaths, the
Bafurawa administrten built and egqupped
the Sokedo St television with stale of s
arl equipnient supplied by microware
FOEE I | FERE -G R N

The statien which was mitinlly  pamed
Lpkoto Sate Telewiswn (5TVH has o 1
Filowait trapsmmtter with twoe studios egqu-
ipmont with digital camerag and top elass
electronle equipment [t starbed test fronsm-
isshont on May [ 200 and wis commiss-
i by president  Olosegun  {hasanjs on
Thursday Tih Jome, 2001

Beside the Tebevizaon, the  Bofacawi adm
mistraian has ovested millions of Maim 1w
put both the Boco aned Tedevision Stitos
in proper shape o enable them contribate
meaningfully in the propagation of govem-
menl  programimes and  policees  hal will
influence socizial values, and in s doang
fprove and  srrengthen the econoime,
social aml palitical developinem of the stute.

BROADCAST STATIONS TD 3HOW MORE

COMMITMENT TOWARDS POLID ERADMCATION.

Birondeast statons i the coumry have beem -
cilled upon W show more cemmitment in
iwards  the cemdication of Pobio tfroin the
i 48 il i I T Y

The call which confmined in o commumage
it jssued ne tbe ond of & one-diy works oy
media dialogee organieed by BOM. in coll-
aborifion  with United Mations  Children's
Faed $UNIECEF), MWationnl Programome oo
[mmumieation (NP1 ond  Federal  Minisiry
of lnfameation. beld in Rockvicw Holel, Abagn
The 12 poinl commmniged  (wrther sl
that a% o imatter of policy, management o
Radio amd Televigion sinfsons slagibl ere-
mie lsesr oartime o Polio based suones omd
Programmes s well a5 other ‘six child killer
vaccine preventable disenses,

It equally recommended (hat owpers of
Ridio wnd Television station shoukd ndequ-
alely enguip thear sagims 1o énable tham
fulfill their socinl nesporsibility - efechively
While the Mool Brondeasting  comimes-
siom (MHC ) should enseg that the clectronic
media nchode a proctical lemms chibd Baghis
pssnid especilly Polin endication and row-
Hie ommunizEmon i their daily broodessts,
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BON Mounts Campaign

on Debt Recove

The Broodcasting Organisations of
Migeria (BON), has reschved to vigoroysly
pursee the recovery of over MBhillion
being owned members by Advertising
Agencies in the country.

Ariging from its 477 General Assembly
held in Soketo, BOM called on the (244N
ond ADVAMN members) to pey ot least
60% ol the debt, pending final
reconcilioion of the occount by the
parfies,

BOM also reoffirmed ond reiterated its
earlier decision that member  sofions
should increase their rates by 25% from
Jonpory 2006 ond directed member
stofions yet bo implement the decision o do
50,

It olso expressed dissatistaction with the
unikoteral increase in licence fees o
member stations by the MNanonal
Broadeasting  Commission [MNBC} and
demanded a reversal to the shafus quo.
BOMN equally enjoined its zonal
commitiees to intensity programme ond
persennel exchanges os well as to cor
produce progrommes to ennch  their
content and ho promote the country’s unity
in diversity

D, Boilos Yisg DG MEC

AFRICAST/URTNA JOINT

COMMITTEE:
Dgs ASSURE SUPPORT

The Directors General of NBC, NTA, FRCN
and VON have assured the Afrcast’ URTNA
2006 joint Organizng Committee of full
support to achieve the objectives of the
Confecrence. They urréd the Commitice 1o
put up a show that would make Nigena proud.
Speaking al separute courtesy calls paid on
them by members of the Committee, the
Directors Greneral stressed  that this was a
chance i a million to bring the whole ind-
ustry together on one platform, and that the
most milcage must be made out of i

The Direcior General, NBC, Dr. Silas Yisa,
said the commission had always wanted to
carry the whole industry along on the Afri-
cast bandwagon, and that this was a verv
positive development on the African broa-
deast soene.

He told the Commitiee fo work very hard to
put up a show that would ouishine any of its
kind on the continent. In the same vein, the
DG Voice of Nigeria. Alhaji Abuabkar Jijrwa
said his organisation had always been an
active participant in Afrcast, and that this
was another reason o work even more ¢lo-
sely with the organisation 1o make Nigeria
the centre of African hroadcast  activities,

He assured the Comumities that as DG Voice
of Nigena, and Chairman BON, he was
going to do his omost ©oensure the full
participation of the wo oreanisziions in
Africast/ URTNA
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The Managemont ol Niger Delta
Developmen! Commiszion [NDDC),
has presented o 300kva Transformer
lo Eivers State Broadcasling
Corporalion to enhance its operatinons.
The Presentation ook placs al s
Iransmitting Station at Elalenwa
Speaking al the occasion, the Geneal
Manager and Chiel Executive of the
Station, Ms Medhme Tador, commenderd
NODC for the kind assislance which
ghe staled would go a long way in
assisting the stallon lo provide
uninlerrupted lransmisgion,
She described the gesture as a pood
corporete. initiative and appealed o
other corporale hodies o emulate thedr
giaod X 8 m p |l oA

Similarly, Rivers Slale  Broadcasting
Corporation recently made history
when one of ils enginesring staff, b
Ezekiel Mgho - Awayl, produced On-
Board Transistor, Diodes and Silicon
Conlralled BEectiller [SCRF  Tester

Praiig W PYesctayig of Wkl Thisiver b
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renaas! Mg PRV ikl sl ds Sroen
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Discribipg this as a signiflcant achiey
pment, the menagement of the Station
commended Mr Mebo's initintive and
called for tha suppaort af all 1o emable lim
consolidate @n this sreal ionovetion.
The Teuter can also be nsed to identify
digmles and iransistor action as well as
indicate diodes polarity and trunseisiors
bypar, if this iz mod known,



Television has chonged dromatically in
recent years, You con now sit down in
front of o wide, floi- panel screen, and
coll up hundreds of dhanneds in on instant
You can pawse and rewind lve broodeoss
and record every episode of your fovorite
programme using o persenal videe reco-
rder [PVYR) such os a Tive

And in some ports of the world “video on
demand” services enohle viewers 1o call
up programmes when they wont to waich
them, rather thon when broodcasters
decide to ransmit fam_ All this has been
mode possible by digital fechnology,
which has visibly fransformed felevision

Ab the same time, however, o simibar if
bess remorked wpon- Wonshormation s
uncler way in radio. It is going digitol too

The latest digetal rodio recervers, lounched
tis month in Beitoen, foature TiVio-style
pause, rewind, programme guede ond

timed recording tunctions

Some digitol sotellite recewvers, which are
becoming mcreasingly populor in America,
alsa offer pouse, rewind ond recording
feohwres, os well os occess to dozens of
chonnels. Such feotures will becoms
cammon ploce as soles of digial radios
mcrease, from dm recewvers in 2004 ko
on eshmate 23m units in 2008, according
to figures fram Insat, o morketresearch
firm. In Britain, soles of digital receiver
heve overtaken sales of onologue Rodios,
necording fo Dixons, a retail chain,

Difterant digital-redio technologwes ore
bemg deployed in different parts of the
world  Outside the United Siotes, the
loading stendard is called DAB. | & alre-
oy populor in Britain, Gesmany ond
Canada, and is spreading in Europe and
Azo. DAB signods are ronsmitted separ-
ately from conventional analogue FM
signals, bul many receivers can swikh to
o station's FM signals in the event of the
digited signal being lost [in @ maving cor,
In America, there are two kinds of digital
rochio: subscription- based digital sofellie
seraces (XM and Sirius] and o sechrology
called HD Radic that allows dsgtal signals
to piggybock on shandord FM ronsmiss-
wons. Sotellite rodio now has around St
subscribers and. can be found in 4% of
howseholds, and the number i more than
doubling each year. The growing clout of

satallite rodio is illustrated by its exclusive
content deals, such os $ose struck by XM
with Maper League Baseball, and by
Sars with Howasd Stern,

Then there is an emerging global digial-
radio stondord colled Digstal Rodic Mon:
dicle

IDRM), which vies digital encoding 1o
delver neor FM oudio quality in e long:
wove and medwm wove frequency bands,
which have o for longer reoch thon Fi
WM T TE

DRM tronsmissions are already wndes
woy in some porh of the world, though
receivers are shll espensive, o3 DAB
recaivers wera mholly, but cheaper
DAM radio are on the woy

Finally, digghal rodeo con also be dalivered
via the mierpet, a0 the torm of oudio
steaming. According to figures from
Forrashar, o consulancy, 16% of American
households hove listened 1o streaming
audio online equivalent of blagging,
which oflows onvone to post audio files
enline for downloading by others

Mooy v 10 e trs IR
grealer chowce and contrad for listeners

soy Mic-hefle Abrohom of In-Sat Digikal
rodic offers better sound quality than
onologue, ond il meore efficient use of
the oirwaoves means thare s room fos
more channels, and hence greater vanety
(XM ond Sirws offer dozens of genre
specific music channels; for example)
Digitod-rodio  listeners tend to be more
promascuous in their listenng hobst, soys
Andrew Moloney of Rodio Scope, a British
hrm that develops digital rodio fechnology.
Since it 1 eosier fo flick between safions
some rodios even hove o “back” bulton for
quick switching- listenars do more
thonnels-hopping.

As well o5 mproving qualty and choice,
digrial rodio con do things ot onalogue
connot.  Music siohons con fronsoel arts
and tock information, and news stations
con transmil scrolling  heodlines 1o the
rocko’s screen. Digial olso allews rodio
stafions to broodeost multiple sireams,
which oppeor o8 swhchonnels on the
twing menu. In hsire, car rodies could
wore o wolfic bulletn in memory and

play it bock when the driver hin o
IR i et DO Py S =~ Y | TR

Forthcoming rodios with colour screens
could displey o map during the weather
lorecast or o sponser’s logo during o
partficular show. " When the advertising
guys get hold of this, goodness knows
what will happen, “says Mr. Moloney,

Broadeosters and advertisers are, says
Mz Abroham, ore rubbing their hands of
the new business models made possible
by dhgital Satellite radic hos demansir-
ated that subscr-iption based dharging
can work in rodio, os it does in TV. More
irgeted channels, Sub-channels and
anling chonnels will allow broodcasters
to reach specific audiences more easily,
which should enoble them o chorge
more for odvertising. And the obility to
send other forms date alongside oudia
means that broodeasters. could, For
example, delver mobile- phone ring
tones or discount coupons olongside
particulor shows: only by liskening o
fie whaole programme con you recerve
the downlood, which con then be
ransferred from the rodic o your
mohile phone.

There is even tolk of using global posit-
ioning fechnology in digital receiver 1o
deliver odverts: specific 1o the listenar’s
location, There s o parodox here,
ochserves Ted, scheduler of forester
Broodeasters see digitol a3 an opport:
unity & increose odvertising revenue,
but the success of satellie radic in
Amenican is parfly the result of listener's
desire fo escope from odvertising:
many safellite music chamnels are od
free, "Consumers soy they hate advert-
ising. But they also say they won't pay
enough to moke it go away, “he says
Digital radie will offer o wide range of
choices, however, and “consumers will
pick the business model that gives them
the programming fhey want ot the lowest
cost,” Charging more for adverising
depends on offracting specific oudiences,
ond that will require investmant in better
programming, says Mr Schodler. So as
radio goes digital, choice will improve-
and bath lisensrs ond  broodoosters
ought 1o be able 1o get more of whot
they want.
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PERSCONALITY INTE

Introduction:
The Chairmian of Broodoasiing Organisaiioas of Nigeria (BON),

Malfam Abubakar Jifiwa way recendly clecied the President of

Commonwealth Broudeaxting Association (CBA), at ity 26" General
Conference eld at New Dethi, India. A versatile and accomplisied

Rroadcaster, Mallam Jijiwa who Is alvo the Direcior General of

Fndee of Vigera (FONL, spoke aboan i elecion, programmes arnid
vesion fire C8A in an interview with BON Newsletter, Broudeasting.
Except;

Question:

Congratulations on your recent election as the President of the
Commonwealth Broadcasting Association (CBA).

Answer:

Thank you ever so much,

Question:

How do you feel about being elected the President of the CBA
and how were you ebected, bearing in mind the divergent power
blocs within the Commuonweatth?

Answer:

If there is one word to express my feeling, 1 think the word s
“exhilaration.” [ feel very happy, not because of the post and its
trappings, but because one has been called in a special way,
offered a larger platform so to speak, to sérve humanity and to
contribute to the growth of the profession.

I was elected because | polled a much higher vate than my other
worthy contestant. You were right to talk about "power blocs.”
Like I all human soceties, people are pulled together by many
things some of which are: ideclogies, bebefs, tribe, and ability to
think alike, etc. In my own case, | cannot deny that some
supported me because of the place 1 come from, because 1
witnessed tremendous solidanty from Africa, Middle East and
the Caribbean. But all in all, most gave their support because
they were interested in a candidate they think have the capacity
to serve the Commonwealth, | use the word “to serve” ta
demaonstrate that leadership is about service.

Question:

What challenges does it pose to you, taking into cognizance the
state of the CBA today?

Answer:

I any postion one finds oneself, just like in my curment pasition

as the President af Commonwealth Broadcasting Assodiation,

oneis challenged bo exced, to contribute towards the growth of
the Association. The CBA is an eminent [nternational
organization, with strong leadership in the past. The
challenge of the present leadership is to buld on the
foundations already laid, to maintain and, possibly, surpass
the enviable heights to which the past leaders have taken the
association.

Question:

How do you intend Lo use your present pasition to enhance
interaction among the CBA members as well as improve the
skate af broadeasting in the Commonwealth?

Answer:

We five in 3 very dynamic weorld. 1 think it was Heraclifus, the
Ancient pi:ilusnpt'nr that propounded the doctrine of change.
To him, the warld B constantly in a state of flux. The
dynamism of technology illustrates this Heraclitian thesis
The only way to remain relevant is to move with the world,
otherwise you are left behind.

As the President of the CBA, I shall continue the palicy of my
predecessor, of encouraging and, indeed, supporting our
indigent members to adapt to changing tachnologies. We are
presently engrossed in migration from analogue to digital and
we are encouraging all our members to embrace that, Onee
wee get our members to adapt to changing technologees,
sustan our training programmes, reward hardwork through
prizes, provide assistance to our members through bursaries,
consultancies, networking opportunibes and material for
broadcast; support freedom of expression and the ideals of
public service broadcasting, assist in the exchange of
infarmation among its members, the state of broadcasting n
the Commonwealth would be affected positivaly.

We at the CBA see our organization as a family and the
members as part of that family. 1 shall do everything within
my powers to enhance interactions amongst us.  Already we
have started making overtures to the suspended members to
came back to the fold through specal waners.

Question:
fAre there spedfic programmes or projects you would wish to

embark an during your tenure?
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Answer;

The CBA has encugh programmes and once these programimes
are faithfully implemented, the CBA would be stronger
However, there are some programmes [ may want 1o imparmeant
differently. Take the issue of training, undsf the auspices of the
CBA some journalists, especially from developing  countries
miostly oo to Europe for training and workshops. Because of the
cost implication, onky a few of them benefit, 1 would want to get
the same peaple, the trainers, to go to the CBA countries for the
training., Besides redudng costs, it would enable many people
{o henefit,

I would impress it on the CBA to consider the facl that
journalism does not start and end with thase in broadcasting or
programming departments.  There are others in Engineering,
Administration, Legal, Finance departments and other units,
They are also part of the media organization and shoudd have
training programmes crafted to suit them, They too should
henefit from bursaries and afl that.

Question:

How would you describe the refabonship between CBA and
Broadcasting Organizations of Migeria (BOM), which you are
also the Chairman? Is it possible admitting BON into CBA ac a
full member?

Answer:

The CBA Is an association of commonwealth electronic media
organizations. BON, Broadcasting Organizations of Migeria, is
made up of members of the Nigeria electronic broadcasting
organizations. Sa, what CBA is to the commonwealth is what
BN ik Migeria, With the same objective of seeking the good
and progress of members, both organizations share the samea
goal and relate cordially on the basis of that.

The CBA membership are from media organizations of countries
within the commonwealth and some affillate members.  Since

b soeme members of BON are not CBA members, the issue of BON
| becoming a member is problematic, However, what we do is to

[

continue encouraging BOMN members bo join the CBA koo,
Question:

How would vou be able To harness your position o improve the
guality of broadcasting in Africa and Migeria in particular?

Mallam Abubakar Jijiwa

Ancwep, S s s Ny TR

If wou have been following broadcasting in Africa and Nigeria,
there have been progresshve
improvement, bath in programming content, delivery and even

you  would notice that

impact. As we are committed to training and re-training, the
guality of broadcasting would, wilk-nilly, continue toimprove.
Question:

What are the specific benefits to be derived as a member of
Commonwealth Broadcasting Association (CEA)?

Answer:

A= a member of the CBA, media organizations are entitled to,
among others, access to CBA conferences on a subsidized basis,
free CBA directory to the top executives, subsidized training and
consultancles, ree broadcasting rights for Commonwealth short
storbes, actess fo “CBA's contacts, and 10% rebate for
advertising in CEA publications.

Question:

How would vou describe the future of broadcasting in the
Commonwealth?

Answer:

Very bright since the Commonwealth countries are fully
committed toembracing modern technologees.

Question:

Do you see your edaction as an indication that Nigeria has been
fully integrated into the comity of nations?

Answer:

Duiring the dark years of military dictatorshdp, Nigeria became a
pariah nation to the point of being dismissed from the
Commomyvealth. In fact, i vour may recall, as a consegquence, a
Migeria Mallam Muhammed Ibrahim, former Director-
General, Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) had to relinguish his
pasition as the President of the Assoclation. Other international
organizations equally ostracized us.  With the restoration of
democracy and our re-admission into the organization, added to
our even being re-slected into the executives of these
organizations. One can say without fear of contradicton that
we have baen fully reintegrated.

Tha Cnalrman of Broadoming Orgorsaton of Nigeno
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Influenza: Season, Avian, and Pandemic

Influenza I @ commaon .

Chver past 300 yvears, average
of three influenza pandemics
per century; pandemics that
started in 1918, 1957 and 1968
caused an estimated 50
million, 2 milion and 1 million

respiratory iiness
« It is caused by a wirus
spreading from  persan-to-

person in seasonal outhreaks

deaths, respectively,
. | Influenza causes an =  Previous pandemics have been
estimated half a million deaths caused by bird fliie viruses that
globally, per year have changed:

= Avian influenza ('bird fiu’) is a - bydirsct mutation in 19
bird disease that only rareky
infects peoplke

= Sipce 2003, there has been a
bird flue outbreak caused by

the influenza A {H5N1 ) virus

- by mixing with human influenza

wiruses in 1957 and 1968,

= The H5M1 virus could adapt to
humians and cause a pandeme

{a worldwide outbreak)

Pandemic Preparedness

Whether the HSN1 changes and causes the next pandemic or not, there will be
anather pandermic of influenza at some stage in the future, The concern with H5N1 is
that the pandemic could he imminent.

It is important for individuals, organizations, and governiments to prepare far the naxt
pandemic. This is difficult as it is impossible to predict when the next pandermic will
oome or how sever it will be. But, there are simple actions that everybody can take to
peepare for a pandemic, including:

% Understanding about how Influenza wirus {and other infections) pass from
person-to-person, and adopt the hygienic practices to reduce the risk of catching or
passing on infection,

s General emergency preparedness to deal with natural or other disasters that
would interrupt the normal supply of life's essentials water, food,
energy/light, transport, regular medscations ).

» 5Specific medical supplies that may be needed: thermometer, paracetamol,
and possibly Tamifiu and antibiotics depending on local context.

Concerns about the H5N 1 Virus
that is Causing Bird Flu

# It s widespread in birds and
spreading to more countnes
vimch, form Asia to Europe)

»  Humans have been infected by
contact with sick binds: since
2003, the HSN1 strain has
infectad 186 people of whom
105 died.

s Possible person-to-person
transmission  {but stll wery
[Imited human

transmissibility ).
What needs to be done?
# Controf the vines Ino poultry
{including prevent infection )
¢+ Changireg animal  hesbandry
practices to separate sick from healthy
birds, separate chickens from ducks,
and manimige contact bebween hirds
and humans,
« Improve surveillance for avian
outbreaks and human cases
« Prepare in case a severe
pandemic vinis emerge.,

SUPPLEMEMNTARY

INFORMATION

Influenza: Seasonal, Avian, and
Pandemic

Seasonal influenza outbreaks affect
5% of adults and 20% of children
Symptoms include
sudden onset of fever, headache, and
body aches with cough and runmy nose
developang eter -Seasonal infleenzs is

oorur sach year

usialy & self-limiting illeess, but can
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people (65 years) and those certain
medical conditions.

At present, the influenza A (HENL) virus
remains an avian vires and is not
transmissible from person 10 person.
(There may have been rare cases of
person-to-person  tranemission, but it
did not spread on bo any other person).
The cancern about H5M1 is that it could
change to be able to pass from person-

bo-person and cause a pandemic.

[nfluenza pandemics appear to be
infrequent and unpredictable, with an
average of three per century. The
pandemic that started in 1918 was
much more severe than the ones of
1957 and 1968, In addition, it caused a
disproportionate  number of deaths
among 20-40 yvear olds, in contrast to
seasonal influenza where most deaths
are in those aged 65 years and older.
This was not seen in the pandem:os

that started in 1957 and 1968,

Pandemics in the 20" century have
spread in two or three waves, The first
wave has emerged at a time when
there is no normally seasonal influenza,
and the =econd (and third) waves are
during the normal influenza season.
After the pandemic wawes, the pew
wirus subtype |5 still present, but thera
i now sufficant human ermunity o

this subbype.
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Influenza Control

Whether the H5M1 changes and causes
the next pandemic or not, there will be
another pandemic of influenza at some
stage in the future. The concern with
H5M1 becoming a pandemic virus, it is
vital to control the outbreak in poultry
and bt prevent human infections swith
this virus both because of the serious
nature of the infection for those
affected, and the potential for the virus
ta change and become more adaplted
to humans as a result of that infecton.
Improved surveillance {(of bath human
and bird disease) is a vital part of this to
enable response as well as to give early
warnings, and poassibly allow
containment of a new virus,
Pandemic Preparedness
Whether the H5M1 changes and causes
the next pandemic or not, there will be
ancther pandemic of influenza at some
stage I the future, The concern with
HGN1 s that the pandemic could be
[mmirent.

It iz important for individuals,
prganizabions, and govemments Lo
prepare far the nest pandemic, This s
difficult as it is impossible to predicl
when the next pandemic will come or
hoaw sever it will be,  But, there are
simple actions that everybody can take
ta prepare for a pandemic, including:

# Understanding about how influenza
virus {(and ather infections) pass from
person-to-person, and adopt the

" BT - e e W Tl P B T e

catching or passing on infection.

« General emergency
preparedness  tor deal  with
natural or other disasters that
would Interrupt  the normal
supphy of life's essentials water,
food, energy/light, transport,
reqgular medications),

« Spedfic medicai supplies that
may be neaded: thermometer,
paracetamol, and possiby
Tamiflu and antibiotics
depending on local context.

Even with

HIV

AIDS

You are my brother,
You are my sister.

Stop

Unprotected Sex

EAOADCANTING NGO AN IGATIYE DF MIEERLA
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COMMUNIQUE OF THE 42" GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF BROADCASTING
ORGANIZATIONS OF NIGERIA (BON) HELD AT ATTAHIRU
BAFARAWA INSTITUTE FOR QUR'AN AND GENERAL STUDIES,

SOKOTO FROM MONDAY, APRIL 10 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 20086

AEAMALE

The 42" General Assembly of the Broadeasting Organeations of Migerio (BOM) with tha theme: “The Imperative of Public Serice
Refearms in Migerio's Drive for Econamic Growth” wos held ot Atrahinu Batarawa Institute for Gror'an and General Studies, Sokoto from
Monday, April 10 - Wednssday, Aprl | 2 2006,

The General Assembly was preceded by the meating of the Central Warking Commities {CWC) on Manday, Apel 10, 2004 at Board
Room, Sokota State Medio Corporation, Iwos presided over by the BOMN Chairmon, Mallam Sbubakar Jijiwe

The General Assambly wos declored apen by the Execulie Governaor of Sokoto State, Alhaj Attahire Dalkaty Boforowa who weas
reprasented by his Deputy Gevarmor, Alhaji Garba Mohommed. The Governar saoid in realization of fhe importance of the mass media
in gaod gavernance, e skite government had modemized the broodcast sector Similarly, the print media which had collopsed when
lhe gavemment assumed duty hed been rehobiltated, Stol of the Sokate State Madia Corparation ore also being Irained on the use of
the new equipmeant to improve thelr services.  In e oreo of roral elachification, mere fowns and wlloges hove been elecirified

Govamor Botorowa soid o number of roads in the siale had been built ot a cost of Thireen Billion Naira.  Bore hales are olso haing
pravided and it is expecied thot oll parls of the siole will benafit befare the and of the odministrafion's tenure naxt year,

The Commissioner for Infarmation, Alhoiji lbrohim Gidodo in his oddress of welcome said the governmant cansidarad the mesting os
timely and it pravided opporunily to show the media the ochievemanis of the siote government,

In hiz address, BOMN Chairmon, Mallam Abubakar Lijmwa soid the forum offered anather unigue apporienity to re-esamine and re-
approize the acfivities of the brondoasting stations as o family for befer senices,

Reviewing the oclivitios of BON, Mallom Abubakar Jijiwa soid member arganizations played significant roles in the success of the
Mool Census, and spods iransmission particularly the Arica Cep af Mations and the Commanwealth Games.

O the theme of the 42 General Assembly, the Chairman soid BOM balieved that as critical siokehaldars, the medio hod o role fo play
i the sustenance of the current public secior reforms. He noted thiot the Due Process which is part of the refarm hod led to transparency,
nceouniahility and probity in controo awords.

BN Chairman strassed the need for member organizations fo foke sericusly the issun of sioff walfore. He expressed concern aver a
sluation inwhich sorme stations owe staff up to fen months solorles.

PHESENTATION

Thrae presentations wers made af the plenary session  Dr. Goke Adegoroye, Dirsctor- General, Bureau of Public Service Relarms, in
the presidency stressed the need to regard the relorm of eur public service os @ mofter of expediency and wimast urgency.  He songd
because ol the imperative nature of the reform, fhe nation wauld ceunt an the media 6 help develop an eHective communicotion

strategy for public enlighlenment.

O Sarvice Delivery, Mallam | M. Abdulkedir al the SERVICOM in the Presidency spoke on the need to moke senvice dalivery o subject
af Motional discourse. He said Migerians must leam 1o regord service defivery as o national ethnic and complain whenever senace is
inglegunia

And in the paper on behall of the National Broadcosting Commission, o Deputy Birectar, MBC, Mallam Soda Mujtabo explainad the

lieencetfer palicy of the commission. He sald NBC did natluke pleosurein doting dawn stitians far non poyment of licence fee.




RESQLUTIONS
After thorough deliberations, the 42 General Assembly resolved as follows:

1.

7.

10

i1.

12.

That the current public service reform af the Federal Govermenl is carmmendable and should be promoted vigorously by
mamber stations. This s an view of 15 imperatives for growth and development of the ecanomy os well os effective service
delivary in purblic ond private secioes.

BOM also exprasses suppart far the Service Delivary [SERVICOM) scheme and stresses fhe need ko strengthen all the rafevant

pubslic nslituticns o ensure enhanced service delivery

It nedes tha sucrassful fransmission of both the 20084, Afrco Cop ol Mations and the 18" Cammonwealth Garmes in
Melbourme by member stalions ocross the country. | atinbutes the sucoess to e Broodoast Rights ocquired by DAAR
Communicationrs Limited and BON commends the suppon, coaperalion, anity arud pofricism al s members in ulilizing the
rigghis

Ckny the Mational Populatian and Housing Cansus, BOBM nodes with sofisfaction the conlibution of member stalions o e

succass ol the exarcisa

BN ipobfirms and rebiemtes (b earlier deciabon thot membersiofions should ingreose their rates by 25% from Januan 2004

and directs slolloms yal o implement the decision fo do s,

BOM b rotes that ovar BMBLillion is still being owed member stations by AAAMN and ADVMAR mombars. 1 colled on At
and ADVMAM members o deposit ot leas) 0% of the debt an occaund pending bnol reconcshiation of the acoaunt by the parties.

The meshing exprassss unhappiness with the unilateral increosein the licence fees i member sioficns by the Maofional

Broncdcasing Commigsion (MBL] ond demonds o reversal fo e shahus guo.

The Geneal Assembly urges BOM fanal Cammitiees to intensify programme and parsoanel axchanges as well s 1o co-

produce pragramimes b snnch theircontent ond o promele uniy in dersity;

BOM comgrotulates Matlorm Abobakar lijfiwa on his recent alection as the Presdant of the Commonwealth Broodcosting
Ageacition [CBA] whech it dascribes o5 on achievement for the nafion. 11 also congratelates fAr Willy Sowho oo his mo-

appomtmant o Ganeral Monager, Delto Broodoasting Sarvice,
The Genormi Assembly sxpresses gristifude ond deep appreciation to the Government ond people of Sokato S1ate opweall os

the Meanogimg Dirsgiar o Skl Atate Meadio Corporaban, Alhay Ay Tukys SOFrmnG Far hasgting T dEIEgEI!E anl ihair

WA hm.F:uI;;‘Jh'l.'

BN also expresses grotitude nord deep oppreciofion o this Eminence, Sultan of Sokoio, Alhgji Muhomadu Mocoedo and
Migana's tarmer Pressdant, Alhaji Shaby Lismon Aliyy Shogaon for the worm reception accorded delegotes.

The 43" General Assembly will be hosted by thie Fedsenl Rodio Corporatian o Migerio (FRCH) in July this year.

ARUBAKAR HIWS, ZHRITA MWERE
Cholrman [BCH) Sacretary {BOM)



he Chairman of Broadcasting
Organisations of Migera [BON],

Mallam Abubakar Njwe has entified  poor

funding as one of the major factors
hampering the growth of broadcasting
In the country.

Mailam Jifiwa who was speaking agamst the
hackdrop of ower N8billion being owed Broadcast
Stations by Sadvertising Agencies m the ooy,
noted that the huge debt & presently crippling
the industry He expressed disappointment that
despie “our repeated persuasive engagements
with the Advertising Agencees these debts
accruing from unpaid adverts remain a fingering
wgmﬂ'emrmmﬂmwlmlﬂnur
srations”,

He wamed that to overiook the huge debt or
pretend that all & well & to sound death knell
iy the electronic media, stressing that negessary
measres would be adopted including the use of
Eoonomic and Financial  Crimes  Comimission
(EFCE) 1o racower its mermbers’ debit If they must
be rescued from this unpleasant siuation.
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WMCBTORTIG THE PLULEE DF BROBDCCASTING

BON Partners with OSMI for
2006 World Cup Transmission

The Broadcasting Organisations of Nigeria (BON) has entered into
a Partnership agreement with Optima Sports Management Intema-
tonal (OSMI) for the transmission of 2006 World Cup finals in

Germany.

The Partnership agreement, which was at the instance of OSMI, was
informed by the need to transmit the World Cup Matches to every
nook and cranny of the country through BON Members Stations.

it would be recalled that OSMI had won the excusive Broadcast
Rights for the fransmission of the global foothall fiesta to the Nigerian
territory.

A stakeholders meeting organized under the auspices of MNational
BroadcastingCommissacn  (NBC), held at NBC Headquarters, May 3,
provided a proper forum for representatives from BONM led by the
chairman, Mallam Abubakar Jijwa and Chief Executive of OSMI,
Mr Rotomi Pedro fto discuss the way forward on the successful ban-
smisslon of the world greatest football competition.

Under the agreement no BON member siation will pay for the rights,
while participating stations are expected to meet the agreed obli-
gations,

Equally an acceptable sharing arangement of the accruing benefits
had been worked out by the two parties

Altogether a total of 64 matches would be transmitted during the
competition, BON members are expected to hook on for the transmission of
the matches,

BON had already set up a seven man adhoc committes to liaise with
OSMI to ensure the success of the world cup transmission.
these matches.
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